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Map G0.1 Density—why it pays to be close to Tokyo
Economic production per square kilometer in Japan

Map G0.2 Distance—why Americans must he mobile
Economic production per square kilometer in the United States

Source: WDR 2009 team and World Bank Development Research Group based on subnational GDP estimates for
2005. See also Nordhaus (2006).
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China « Chonggqing ¢ Ecological cornucopia—
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China ¢ Chongging ¢ Ecological cornucopia—
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Development clarity

China ¢ Chongging ¢ Ecological cornucopia—
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China « Chongging ¢ Ecological cornucopia—  Development clarit
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China « Chongging ¢ Ecological cornucopia—  Development clarity
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Almost all renewable energy is rural
Renewable energy Is a 3-into-1 solution for
Climate change
Employment
Boosting investment
Current OECD study under way

Local food can be an opportunity to reduce energy
costs
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We need to be wary of GDP per head as the measure of success: it
may lead us to undervalue the rural role in the world

In less developed nations than the UK, lots of rural transformation yet
to come: what role for rural people and (reshaped) communities

OECD policy suggests that desired outcomes for rural and urban
areas similar; but different political structure, social values, rights,
etc. act as constraints on policy choices.

Don’t lose sight that money and people both flow between urban and
rural areas

Place-based policy development can play a key role in designing
policies, projects and programmes; exploit rural assets; but don’t
forget urban/rural linkages

Governance is a crucial issue: rural land can host a whole range of
“life essential” uses of the finite natural asset; but how to regulate and
incentivise that goal?

Communities can themselves help shape this agenda; but how much
will they do without government structures and incentives?



